
SIMID : Taking VPAID back to the basics! 
(Build Simple Secure Interactive Ads)
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“VSUITE” – A history in 1 minute
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OpenRTB 2.0
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Verification support w 
OMID

VAST Ad Request 
specs

2018

SIMID
VAST 4.2

Secure Interactive ad 
support with SIMID

Completes VPAID 
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The new “VSUITE”
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VAST 4.x Benefits Overview

IAB Video Center and IAB Tech Lab created an 
easy-to-read guide to help you, your team 
and your executives understand the benefits 
of the VAST 4.x stack, and the importance of 
scaling adoption across the entire industry.

Includes benefit deep dives overview for:

• Advertisers

• Publishers

• Consumers

Link : https://www.iab.com/insights/vast-4-x-benefits-
overview/

https://www.iab.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IAB_VAST-4.x-Benefits-Overview_FINAL-For-Advertisers.pdf
https://www.iab.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IAB_VAST-4.x-Benefits-Overview_FINAL-For-Publishers.pdf
https://www.iab.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IAB_VAST-4.x-Benefits-Overview_FINAL-For-Consumers.pdf
https://www.iab.com/insights/vast-4-x-benefits-overview/


What’s the matter with VPAID? 



VPAID was made for Interactive Ads





Largest VPAID use case
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What Could go Wrong?
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Latency
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VAST Errors



VPAID Errors - Only One



VPAID Ad Bugs
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Server Side Ad Insertion
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Server Side Ad Insertion - VPAID

Content Content

Ad
Server

???

Javascript -
VPAID Ad



VPAID In Apps - Muted or Paused

VPAID 
CreativeAPP

Muted HTML 
Video Element



● Reasonable Latency
● Practical to Debug
● Supports Server Side Ads
● Built for Mobile
● Secure

VPAID is the Past



SIMID

Secure Interactive Media 
Interface Definition



What Does The SIMID Specification Define?



SIMID vs. VPAID

VPAID SIMID



The SIMID Reference Model



Protocol For Communication

SIMID!



Initialization and Setup



SIMID Within VAST

<VAST version = “4.2”>
….
<MediaFiles>
<MediaFile … >http://site.com/video.mp4</MediaFile>
<InteractiveCreativeFile apiFramework=”SIMID” variableDuration=”true”>
http://site.com/interactiveCreative.html
</InteractiveCreativeFile>
<MediaFiles>
…
<VAST>

http://site.com/video.mp4
http://site.com/interactiveCreative.html


SIMID vs VPAID

FIGHT!



Security

VPAID SIMID



Media Asset Management

VPAID SIMID



SSAI

VPAID SIMID



Variable Duration Ads

VPAID SIMID



Pre-caching

VPAID SIMID



Latency

VPAID SIMID



Creative Wrapping

VPAID SIMID



Verification and Measurement

OMID

SIMID

VPAID SIMID



Player Environment

VPAID SIMID



Consumer UX on Errors

VPAID SIMID



Error Handling

901

VPAID SIMID



SIMID Improvements Summarized

● Security

● Media Asset Management
● SSAI

● Variable Duration Ads
● Pre-caching

● Latency
● Creative Wrapping

● Verification and Measurement
● Player Environment

● Error Handling



Demo Time



What next?

Get involved! 

Working on SIMID 1.1 – non-linear ad support

Email me to join the video working group / SIMID sub-group

Try it out! 

Specs (and requests/issues/etc) : https://github.com/InteractiveAdvertisingBureau/SIMID/

Samples : https://github.com/InteractiveAdvertisingBureau/SIMID/tree/master/examples

Questions : video@iabtechlab.com

https://github.com/InteractiveAdvertisingBureau/SIMID/
https://github.com/InteractiveAdvertisingBureau/SIMID/tree/master/examples
http://iabtechlab.com


Q&A
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Post webinar,  Please Email 
video@iabtechlab.com


